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Incoms ;,';._'
2. "The kolkhoz members Are remunsrat<d accoriizg 1. <he labeur day units they heve worked .
for the kolihoz. These 4o pit -Urrezpond o the acvual working day. They vary with
each typ: of farwm j:b. For 2xample. a gresm caring for 10 horses the year round is o
supposed to have wirkea S labour day wmits (in this variety of work the labour day
unit and the actual day 47 c2iacide): ir he .ares for 15 horses, however, his yearly
labour lay uuits are 5L7.5, Mnowicg 15 as uLprctivable occupation as the amount to be
moved  or e labiur 2ay urlt cacnst altuelly be mowed 1r -z day.
3o "Thetrs 1< po rard ata =ufopsll o Cut fr s labcur day unit; only ar understanding
that 710 prop-r Lay o SCorublss 1T ocas o0 grams of whesat, 200 grams of rye, one
1opntat s DLel wrams o7 - w27 prems o sugar. Acrtually the kolkhoz
£t @rrtaag The pota' . es. The reet 1s often not forthcoming,
1ibility v opredate 1. Tf there are no¢ crcps to share, the
chalvmar sioply s W hav- wivksd haaly thie vear and wmuet do better in the next.’
: (The v43te z:uor rakos leos 10 - npralaory e itwer1es, however bad the harvest may ha -
Neaa p o To 125t e=mbore 7 oor: Nica kolkhiz 27t 1,50 rubles in cach, 20C grams & -B
L wheat aza vy o ang w7 tatlicrs 1h1: «as Trnslderad quite a good year, as
ooe sftes gerr Ges s ARG WnRg ash payment 45 ofiern not made.,
bl . = DA Caf:r- JFriv. arn ut in2cm2 = »f kolkhoz members, they
1 ivon navaent s per tahcur day. They zhould not be generally
Velieved., There ars ta shoes g fkboze: an Laty e being the ‘Nukotne! kolkhr
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They have excellsnt ejuipment and piczaty -1 fertilizer, proauce guud lalvealLs &k LARS M
good paymeate TO thelr member Ltaan amvthing, 1T 1z vaken from obther keolithozea na
and given to them. They ar= kepr O & for excoursions of schoclchildren and visitors
from othir Soviet republic:z. The -ificial expieration of why they are so mich better ot'f A
than tne other kcllkhozes Ls that the crher: are lazy and thet thelr poverty is their owm
favlt, ~

= T
Se 13

Sa "A11l +he talk about the electrificaticn snd radioficaticn of the kolkhoze: 1s nonsemse
apd may epply Lo the show kolkhoze: iy, EBlesvrification and radioficatior are ex-
pensive, and the kclkhoz mast pay + them -ut of 1ts owe pocket. It does mot have mouey
for such thingsz. The usual =curce of 11gnt in & kolkhez is & a2mall kerosene lamp without
a cylinder. The price »f el=itrzc suresnt Lz 40 kopeks per kwh,

Priwvate Owoorshlp

€, Umhe kolkhoz menbeT s cannot Possibiv live Doovhat they getv from the kolkhoz. What keeps
them alive is the kitcher parden ol:t of O,% h=ctares that every femily, but not a
single Perzch; 18 allowed., The Kolkhor member W day in day out on the kolkxhoz field,
virtually without rempunerstion, %o srablo the kalkhoz to make the compulsory deliveries

. arrer his hard working day this sawe kelkhoz

s~me fard Tor himself and family.

+o the state Aand oo keep 17 = ~ffucialz, Al

e = e

T, YAlmest every family kesps & 0% <L 1z line
in fceding 1t. Tn summ2r thiLe o9 MAY pTaze oL The kolkhoz meadows with the kolkhoz
cattle if the owpner performs: 10-15 labo.r ey uxits gratis for the kolkhoz. No hay or
straw is ever distributed tc the kolkhoz wwembers as the kclkhozes eare chronically short
of fodder themselves. Sametimes im the autums the memberes are allowed to movw & little
grase from the dftch Lanks Yog newer from o4 meadow, alihcugh the kolkhoz may not have
mowed the meadow and may =0t plai To. 1o crder =0 kesp thelr cows over the winter the
owners have to resar’ L. {1, This rn prssible because ihere are no communal cowsheds
or the Latviarn wilkh™ arq tpe wolkhoz carrae are kept 1o +the sheds cf the former
farmers. A cortaln amount. S foaasr - . ,ued for the ccommupal cattle and the kolkhoz
members steal from thar. Thov cannct o 1 nay {rom the stacke that stand in the meadows
through the winner as the the f1 w oula Be botraysd by scattered hay. Theft of 'public
property’ is purziensd votn TUroad aAbtr,

1¢ plo%. They have tne greatest difficulties
&

Payments f

he farmers mMusT pay heavy : .« and cattle and make deliveries in
kind. The taxesz for {.0 hentars. Art oo 70 c:mevhing like 2000 Tubles yearly, pius
100-200 rubles state Yoan pev kubkho: cwemter . The farmers must sell a good deal or what
they produce icd tviduaily. Tley - =ver SX1T¥ +ne milk of *heir cow but sell it on the-
market at 3-4 Tublex per l1i'ii. Taey al=7 :~11 the potatoes and vegetables they grove
Potatocs bring in 1 orutle Ler kg in The autamn acd © rubles in winter. They aleo sell
all their egus.

[e]

“moprivats farmiog ars 300 litres Af wilk from 3.5 hectares

cw b et v the milk from others who do), a little over
Woeopred i owTol. N¢ regerables cr potatoes need be

Ao tw, =heap. The number oF hens and chickens i1¢

vt pomts ne nied make ne delivery iro kind; if he @d~:

g pute o tne ctats, The ooly milk o latvizn farmer ever

milk 1 Lt mes maiply . toe chaldren. The1r work does r.

nowadays L

1
@Wery. Proce Ll Theemn Wi e DT Tr st towas nwread ia usually to be had in
sufticlent Auantity. trut There v sage of 11T the cmuutrya
A cnarmous quans e b v che Govio e rellway sTeTlohk. The breed h
be v b caght the e T e TIuT o vna,  Nev Liv ozan wmagine how +the kolkhoz peasar..-i

Viwrs apd the micoLrh L el Tnod oVl 50X1-HUM
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10. “The kolkhores are managed 1nefficilently. ALl the state cares about 1z to squeeze out N
the compulsory deliverizs, which are many and various. First there is the ’'crops narm! !
to the gtate , zbout one quarter of a really good harvest but extracted even when the
harvest 1s bad. It depends or the rumver of hectares sown. Then comes the 'supplementa- -~
Ty norm';, & certain amounit of grain delivered tc the state over an? above the compulsory
delivery. Fortumately thic dsrerde o The quality of the harvest aud not on the number
of sown hectares as does the basic norm. Then comes the remuneration to the state-owned
machine and tractor statior. This atzuail equale the basic delivery to the state and
depends on the nuaber .of hecteres the zzation has ploughed or harvested. Then next
year's seed musT be turned Tver to a sesd collecting center. A certain small percentage
of the harvest must aslsobe set aside for aid tc aged and disabled kolkhoz members. (there is
no soclal insurance for kolkhozniks as there is for industrial workers). Lastly, every
kolkhoz must make an agr<ement with the market administretion of its local. centre
(Liepaja is the centre for Nica) fo. the sale cf some produce to get cash to pay the
administration and tc buy fertilizer and small equipment, The payment for the deliveries
to the stete is so small that it ylelds a2lmost nothing. Most of the grain goes to the
USSR. The seed grain is lozked up in special warehouses, for if left with the kolkhoz

the people would eat it.

Problems

11. "The machine and tractor stations are cansidered a plague as the payment for the equipment
they supply , which the keolkiwees them:elves are not allowed to owny 1is exorbitant. In
the kolkhozes where minpower 18 not tac shert, the kolkhoz tries teo do much of the work
by hand and to use the servics: ©f the s<ation as little as possible. One often sees
the people cutting the grain with sickles,

12. "The output of the kolkh:zes :1nks with —~very year for two reasons:

(a) The people are =t 1xte z2:red 1r. raising the <utput as they would get virtually
nothing even 1f they exertsd ~themsielve:r -

(b) There 1s very 1i71le manure a3 the kolkhozes de not have enough cattle. What
there is, 18 badly car=d for ard iafect<da. In the Autumm of 1952, for example, foot and

mouth disease made great ravagss part::-ularly in Courland in the comrmmnes of Rucava
There is teo: lirtle hay v ather tadder for the cattle, This winter (1952-

and Dunika. e
53) even wvaterplants have beern fed to them. Small brenches and pine needles have been
tha urual winter {edder {or seowveral yoaro, 1o spring the catile are skin and bones.

13, "A little artifiecal fertilizer 1s nrought to Latvia from the USSR proper, but it is far

from sufficient. Moreover, +the transpsrt i: urorganized: the kolkhozes do not know of
its arrival bdeforehand, 11 i: transzported without wrappings and Just dumped down from
the care at the railway station. The kolkhoz mey not know of its arrival for days or
have no means to trarsport 1t a2 that most o~f 1t deteriorates at the station before 1t

reaches the fields.

:h =re Teported 1n the papers, have no

- = ~—— - - — bl ,-..-CL. et e mm nened A mar P vt
~ ars f£or-ed uo mako such prowmisss and they forget

14, '"The promises of knlkhozes t:
significance. The koikhir m
about them after the :ignitu

Labor

15, "Whnt the kolkhoze= luck worv much 1s macpsrer. MNobady works overtime, even at the
harvest as such work briage ue revard, The managemernt drivesthe nembers only as long
as the variouvs deliveries are unfulfill=d., Iu December 1952 schools were closed every-
where and the children sert ta the country te hervest sugar beets. In January 1953
plenty of kolkhoz porance: lay under the snow: the meadsws hed remained unmown; the
grain had not bee-. carted i1nts barms but had sprouted in the fields; the people were

st1ll threshing what they had mauaged to bring te. Nobody cared about the grein still in
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the Iields. 1I tne xolknozniks nad been told that they would get half of that srain, |
theay woull somehow mauaze to brimg 1t in. FRowsver, the only vhing uai matters to the =
state is that nobody touches the unhervestad grain. That would bring the culprit to }(
forced lahour.

LT -
1166 "The kolkhoz chairmen are appointed by the CP, as is the rest of the m t. The M
: nmanzgemen

chairmen and the agronomist are usually Latviens. The CP secretary (partorg) 1s often
i 2 77 or & Soviet. As the entire management steals as much as it can, it closes its
Ry eye. to the misdeeds of the members; only when some Komsomol boy complains do they

i have to teke steps.

41Ts  "There are considerably more women on the kolxhozes than men. More men are depoxted

] for various offences; a certain number of men work es lumberjacks all Year round; and

ki at. 18 veara of age the yoimg men are Avafted ints thc GXuy ' oominally ror three years

C but uctually for five to seven as military service may be Prolonged artvitrerily. When
4 they enter military service the young men are struck off the list of a kolkhoz and

P need not return to it after service. Hardly any do retwrn; they try to get a job in
’ town where life 1s somewhat easier. No other members may leave the kolkhoz, not even
I eripples. Only children who are very gifted may go to schools in town. They musat

S study very well for if they get an indifferent mark, t:-y are returrned to the

R knlkhao."

- end -
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